97.   SPEECH AT MEETING OF FRIENDS OF

LONDON,
[October 7, 1931]2

So far as human effort is concerned, I seem to be failing.
Burdens are being thrown upon me which I am ill able to bear.
It is a Herculean task, at the end of which there may be nothing
more to be done and there may be no result. But it does not
matter. No honest genuine effort has ever failed. But if I am
experiencing these chilly and chilling difficulties so far as my
work is concerned, I am having nothing but perennial joy outside
the Conference and the committees. People seem instinctively to
understand the thing. Although I am an utter stranger, they
wish me well and wish well to the cause. The cause and I are one,
they know, and so they greet me with smiles and blessings and
this applies to people high and low. And so I comfort myself
that, so long as my cause is truthful and the means clean and non-
violent, all is well.

Young India, 22-10-1931

98.   SPEECH AT MINORITIES COMMITTEE MEETING

LONDON,
October 5, 1931

PRIME  MINISTER AND  FRIENDS,

It is with deep sorrow and deeper humiliation that I have
to announce utter failure on my part to secure an agreed solu-
tion of the communal question through informal conversations
among and with the representatives of different groups. I apolo-
gize to you, Mr. Prime Minister, and the other colleagues for the
waste of a precious week. My only consolation lies in the fact
that when I accepted the burden of carrying on these talks, I
knew that there was not much hope of success, and still more

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's "London Letter"

2 Mahadev Desai states that  the meeting took place   a  day  before  the
Minorities Committee meeting where Gandhyi  announced the failure of  his
efforts to bring about a compromise on the communal question.   This was on
October 8, vide the following item
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